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EDITORIAL 

The circle forms the final direction of every path we 
travel as Indian people, and this has become evident 
within our Communications Portfolio. 

The leaving of our former co-ordinator marked her 
arrival at the end of a circle of work which saw a solid 
foundation established for Indian Communications. It 
is now the responsibility of the rest of us to build on 
top of that foundation. 

A major part of this will depend on our ability to 
work within the framework of Indian Government and 
to work closely with the Indian Government portfolio. 

For too long and with great possible danger for us, 
we have looked to non-Indian communications 
specialists to handle delicate and crucial work. As long 
as we do this, we will never develop our Indian 
communications specialists, and worse, we will 
continue speaking through other people with other 
people's words. 

Assuming control of our own words is a basic step 
toward Indian Government, and a basic part of our 
work in Communications. Training is the key here, the 
key that will unlock the door to undreamed of 
possibilities in Indian communications. 

With a small bank of resource people, we are now 
training other people. These other people will someday 

be able to train more people, and so will the circle 
continue. 

We are a necessary link in the development of 
Indian Government and in the work of our political 
organizations. People at the Band levels need 
information in order to make good political decisions, 
and we have to provide that information in various 
forms. 

Our bulletins are intended to help people make 
quick decisions on immediate and specific issues. The 
aim of our magazine is to enable the people to make 
more reflective long-term decisions and to set general 
goals to follow. Special issues of the magazine focus 
on one major area at a time, such as Education and 
Indian Government. 

And now we're making progress in a relatively new 
medium to our people: radio. This will be especially 
important to people in the north, and could have 
important use to urban people, as well. 

The staff will change, new faces and new names, but 
the foundation for our work has been laid, and our 
direction cannot change. 

We will move forward, reaching new endings and 
new beginnings, but we will move forward, speaking 
our own words. 

by Val Dudoward 
(Communications Co-ordinator) 

OUR COVER: The people of the Gitskan-Carrier area enjoy fishing on the river and the 
streams in the areas for their winter food. Eagle Clan children prepare salmon 
for smoking. 

Do you have a picture for the cover of our "Indian World"? See inside for competition details. 
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KEMANO II: 
Lake Babine Band Hosts Open Forum 

In numbers ranging from 50 to 100, 
Indian and non-Indian people joined 
forces at a two-day information and 
strategy meeting on Kemano II at 
Lake Babine Band on July 26 and 27. 
Non-Indian environmental groups, 
northern townspeople and labour 
union leaders met to try to stop the 
Kemano II project. Altogether, more 
than 12 organizations representing 
more than 86,000 people attended the 
meeting. 

Aside from the issue of Kemano 
II, the meeting in itself was politically 
interesting. For the first time in more 
than five years, the Nishga Tribal 
Council and the Union of B.C. 
Indian Chiefs met on friendly terms. 
The Nishga people have offered their 
support in the fight against Kemano 
II. Non-Indian environmental groups 
are also working closely with Indian 
political organizations, especially at 
the community level. 

Many Different Groups Meet 
To Oppose Dam 

The Union of Chiefs organized the 
meeting. In attendance were represen
tatives of the Nishga Tribal Council, 
some of the Lakes District Bands, the 

Gitskan-Carrier Tribal Council, the 
Society for Pollution and Environ
mental Control (SPEC), the 
Canadian Association of Smelter and 
Allied Workers Union (CASAW), the 
United Fishermen and Allied 
Workers Union (UFAWU), and local 
townspeople and citizens' groups 

from north-central B.C. 

The Kemano II Project 
Discussion on the first day centred 

on the Kemano II project and what it 
actually involves. 

In 1950 the Aluminum Company 
of Canada, or "Alcan," signed an 
agreement with the provincial govern
ment to get cheap energy through 
water rights to the Eatsuk and Tahtsa 
Lakes; this was Kemano I. Alcan has 
a 50-year water license to develop 
hydro-electric power for a 14,250-
square-kilometre watershed, which 
gives Alcan rights to divert and use 
the Nechako River, Skins Lake and 
the Namka River and its tributaries. 
The Kemano II project would cost 2.5 
billion dollars and would triple 
Alcan's current smelting capacity, at 
the expense of three watersheds and 
the negative effects on salmon stocks 
and oolichan runs, surrounding farm
land, wildlife sanctuaries, and moose 
and deer in the area. The resolution that Kemano II be stopped was unanimous. 
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At the first day of the meeting the 
discussion centred on whether the 
people wanted to concentrate only on 
Kemano II or on the provincial gov
ernment's energy policy (or lack of 
it). The people decided to tackle the 
Kemano issue first, and they spent the 
day sharing information. 

Forcing Government to Act 
Responsibly 

Union of Chiefs President George 
Manuel told the people that because 
of the seriousness of the issue, "We 
decided to invite as many people as 
possible to monitor people's feelings 
on this issue, and possibly to take 
collective action." He pointed out the 
ties between governments and multi
national corporations such as Alcan, 
and warned that the people would 
have to make strong decisions at the 
meeting to force the provincial gov
ernment to act responsibly. 

Much conern was expressed over 
the Kemano I project: the Cheslatta 
Band surrendered their land, with 
token compensation for housing and 
land that was flooded (see following 
story). 

High Levels for Nechako Salmon 
Commenting on Romeo LeBlanc's 

(Minister of Fisheries) decision to 
increase the water flow on the Skins 
Lake Spillway, George Manuel said 
the minister "intended to diffuse the 
actions of this meeting," but that the 
Kemano II development still means 
"a destructive charge to the Indians 
of B . C . " The increased flow rate will 
enable salmon to spawn in the area. 

Forum Passes Resolutions 

The second day of the meeting was 
spent on strategy. Three resolutions 
were passed: 

1. That the Kemano II project be 
stopped. 

2. Aboriginal rights ignored. 
WHEREAS the Kemano I project 

was questionable in the way land 
was surrendered, creating a breach 
of trust with the local Indian 
people and the DIA; 

WHEREAS there was indiscriminate 
dispersing of the Cheslatta and 
other affected people; 

WHEREAS there has been total 
disregard for the impact of Kemano 
I on water supply, fisheries, trap-
lines, agriculture, wildlife habitat, 
traditional food-gathering areas, 
burial sites and ceremonial sites; 

Therefore be it resolved that: 
(1) The Industrial Development 

Act and the agreement and 
water licence drawn and exe
cuted pursuant to that act be 
immediately repealed. 

(2) A full public inquiry be held 
into the impact of the Kemano I 
project. 

(3) That a new agreement be drawn 
between the provincial govern
ment and Alcan to reflect the 
findings of the Public Inquiry. 
(Unanimously adopted) 

3. Moratorium on new energy 
projects. 

WHEREAS B.C. has no comprehen
sive energy policy; 

WHEREAS B.C. Hydro reservoirs 
interfere with renewable resources 
essential for food and jobs; 

Therefore be it resolved that: 
A moratorium be called on 
(1) new energy export contracts; 

and 
(2) construction of additional 

energy generating plants until a 
province-wide Royal Commis
sion Inquiry is held. 

Groups Pledge to Continue 
Collective Action 

Individually, the groups repre
sented at the meeting in Lake Babine 
will continue to lobby politicians and 
governments for action on these 
resolutions. Another meeting may be 
held in the fall, and in the meantime, 
the groups will work out an informa
tion-sharing system so that they can 
continue their efforts as a collective 
and, therefore, stronger group. 

Chief Bill Roberts of Campbell River shares concerns about the effects of 
such a project on the surrounding reserves. 
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KEMANO I: 
Rising Waters Forced Land Surrender 
This is a story about what happens 

to Indian people when powers 
elsewhere carry out plans to bring 
major changes to the land. 

It is the story of the Cheslatta 
Indian Band, the DIA, the federal 
Fisheries Department, and the 
Aluminum Company of Canada 
(Alcan). 

Right now, the Cheslatta Band 
lives on 11 parcels of land around 
Southbank and Grassy Plains, just 
south of Francois Lake in the Lakes 
District. But they haven't always 
lived there. 

Up until 1952, the Band lived 
around the shores of Cheslatta Lake, 
south of where they are now. They 
had sixteen reserves there, plus fish
ing stations and traplines in the area. 
Kemano I: The Scheme 

Major events were taking place 
back then that would drastically 
change their lives. But those decisions 
were not known to the Cheslatta 
Band until it was far too late. 

In 1950, Alcan agreed with the 
B.C. government that they could take 
control of all the water above the 

Grand Canyon of the Nechako River. 
Alcan would put a dam on the 
Nechako, backing up the water into a 
huge lake. The lake would then empty 
out at Kemano, on the coast, where it 
would generate electricity for Alcan's 
Kitimat aluminum smelter. 

This was the scheme. It was called 
Kemano I. Alcan would get electric 
power; B.C. would get an aluminum 
industry. Flooding 200,000 acres of 
land and changing the future of the 
Cheslatta Band, among others, would 
be the price. 

Alcan and Fisheries Make a Deal 
But Alcan had a big problem with 

federal Fisheries. If they dammed the 
Nechako there would be no water for 
the fish in that river. Salmon would 
die by the thousands. So federal Fish
eries and Alcan made a deal: a dam 
would be put on Cheslatta Lake, and 
water released into the Nechako from 
there instead. In that way, Alcan 
could get what it wanted, and federal 
Fisheries would back off. 

Alcan and DIA Make a Deal 
While this deal was being negoti

ated, Alcan was working with DIA to 
set a price on the Cheslatta Band 
lands around the lake. 

The Band knew nothing of any of 
this. 

By March 1952, Alcan and Fisher
ies had made their deal. On March 
28, Alcan put the next phase of their 
plan into action. They told DIA that 
it was "most urgent that permission 
be obtained to flood the Indian Re
serves on Cheslatta Lake." The lake 
would be raised 10 feet "within a 
month or so," they said. " A l l of the 
Indians' houses around Cheslatta 
Lake would be affected by this 10-
foot r i se . . . " 

One Week To Go.. . But Nobody 
Has Told Band 

DIA had a role to play in Alcan's 
scheme as well. On March 29, Ottawa 
was told that the people would have 
to move out but that "the acquisition 
of these Reserves by the Aluminum 
Company was dealt with as far as 
possible" already. They admitted 
only one problem: "the Indian own
ers of these Reserves have not yet 
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been officially approached with 
regard to the relinquishment of their 
lands and their re-establishment else
where." 

The Indian agent told the people 
that they were going to be flooded 
and would have to get out right away. 
A later DIA report states: "the 
Indians were shocked to learn that 
they should be asked to move on such 
short notice. . . ." DIA, of course, 
had arrived to pass oh the news in a 
helicopter owned by Alcan. That was 
on April 3, 1952. 

Pressure to Surrender as Water 
Rises 

The Cheslatta Dam was put in on 
April 8. The waters began to rise. 

DIA decided that the Band should 
now sell their land. DIA called a 
surrender meeting for April 16. 
Ottawa drew up the papers. 

DIA and Alcan officials travelled 
to the community and made their 
offer. The Band said it wasn't 
enough. They also wanted 
compensation for traplines, new 
homes provided before they left the 
ones they had, a pension for each 
member, and a road built to the lands 
that would be cut off by the flooding. 

Alcan said no. DIA backed up the 
company. The waters were still rising. 

The pressure was tremendous. 
According to the Band, the Chief 

back then could hardly speak English. 
Many people were away on their 
traplines. Nobody really understood 
what the flooding would mean, or 
what the compensation was really 
about. But if they didn't move, 
according to one Band member, 
Alcan told them that they would face 
legal charges. It was all happening so 
fast. What choice did they have? 

DIA got their surrender. The Band 
started to move. It was spring break
up, so moving was hard and much 
had to be left. 

Short Compensation 
No compensation was paid for 

what had to be left behind. No com
pensation was paid for the traplines 
under water—even though DIA knew 
that Alcan was paying for white 
traplines that their scheme would 
destroy. 

But more than people's homes were 
lost. Fishing stations and smoke
houses on the Lake were lost. And 
graveyards, which the Band says 
Alcan promised to relocate, were 
flooded out, too. 

Chief George Louie says that they 
found coffins and bodies floating in 
the lake, which the Indian people had 
to take and bury again with respect. 

People moved onto the lands of 
white ranchers, some 30 miles away. 
DIA had taken out options to buy 
these lands. When Alcan's money 
came through, DIA paid the purchase 
price out of the compensation money 
the Band members had received. 

The Cheslatta dam stayed up for 
five years, until Alcan's reservoir was 
filled. Then Alcan started releasing 
water over the Skins Lake spillway 
instead. The Cheslatta dam wasn't 
needed then. 

What About Kemano II? 
The Cheslatta may be dammed 

again. If Alcan wants all the water for 
power, no water will be spilled from 
Skins Lake. Another dam on the 
Cheslatta is one way to provide at 
least some of the water that the fish 
will need. But now Alcan owns the 
Reserves that would be flooded. 

The Cheslatta Band paid a very 
heavy price for Kemano I, and for 
protecting the Nechako salmon. They 
gave up much; their lives were drasti
cally changed. The Band says this was 
wrong, and that proper compensation 
was not paid. 

The Band does not support 
Kemano II. "They're just destroying 
the country," said one member. 
Cheslatta knows how true that really 
is. 
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NESKAINLITH 
INDIAN DAYS 

by Michelle Good 
The idea became active in March 

1980, The Native Awareness Days 
were happening once again in 
Lethbridge and a delegation repre
senting the Neskainlith Indian Gov
ernment participated in the various 
activities of this emerging Indian 
communication. A group of ten 
citizens returned home from 
Lethbridge with the determination .to 
establish an educational sharing 
forum. One of the reasons for the 
profound impact, we thought, was 
that the majority of the resource 
people in Lethbridge were Band level 
people; people who know on a real 
level the struggles as well as the joys 
that constitute reserve living. 

Although the idea had been 
floating around for some time, it 
took Lethbridge's powerful combin
ation of Indian talent with strength 
and determination to turn those 
thoughts into action. Members of the 
community, young and old, worked 
from early in the morning to late in 
the evening clearing the site, building 
the arbour and planning the gathering 
for the last weekend in July. 

On Friday the people were slowly 
arriving at a leisurely pace. Winston 
Wuttanee, the well-known Cree 
entertainer, played and sang as 
people prepared meals and children 
swam in the river and guests found 
places to stay, and later the 
Vancouver Indian Centre drummers 
and singers welcomed the night with 
their songs. 

"It's good to have a place like this where 
we meet: it's closer to the earth." 

On Saturday a few more drummer 
groups, from Lillooet, Fraser Valley 
Round Lake arrived. People began 
moving over to the main arbour when 
the sound of the drums became 
unmistakably clear. After the first 
round-dance the people loosened up. 
Mothers with children, sisters and 
friends shared the dancing. After the 
drumming and singing, Winston 
Wuttanee from the Red Pheasant 
Reserve in Saskatchewan captivated 
the Neskainlith people with some 
beautiful Cree songs. Later during 
the evening, accompanied only by his 
guitar, he sang his own compositions. 
The only light was from the fire and 
the stars. 

Alfred Youngman of Lethbridge, 
gave a fine presentation and commen
tary on Indian art, forms of Indian 

art that many of us had never been 
exposed to. 

The evening was wrapped up with a 
deer barbecue and an informal 
discussion. 

Sunday started with the good 
feeling carried over from the night 
before. After they had participated 
directly into the open forum, many 
people from many different places 
discussed the experiences of their 
communities. People discussed 
alcoholism and the way that they had 
approached cleaning their commu
nities of alcohol. One group spoke of 
a sharing group they had established 
on their reserve. Each week they 
would meet in a different person's 
home to discuss problems that they 
were experiencing and just to become 
closer to each other. This group 
eventually had developed into a 
drumming and singing group. They 
meet twice a week now to practice 
their songs and develop their talents. 
Another group spoke of how they 
attended Indian gatherings in other 
parts of the province and the country 
because they found their strength in 
the traditions of their culture. 

Chief Robert Manuel gave the 
closing address. He spoke of the 
symbolism of the arbour: that an 
arbour had four years ago been built 
around Neskainlith to allow the com
munity to grow without outside inter
ference. He spoke of how he hoped 
that the arbour would become a 
permanent meeting place for the 
people of Neskainlith. 

P
h

otos: N
eskainlith B

and tour of Neskainlith 
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PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 

There appears to be a misunderstanding as to how the 
Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs serves its member Bands. 

Some Bands feel that we should come onto their 
Reserve and help them with their problems, while others 
feel we should not come in unless invited. For a stronger 
and truer relationship, it has been our practice to be 
invited in so as not to interfere in internal Band matters. 
It is also our practice to deal directly with Chiefs and 
Council regarding our involvement. It is important, 
therefore, that the Chiefs receive the information we 
process through the Band offices. 

The Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs was formed to 
develop a Land Claims position for the Indian people of 
B.C. based on our aboriginal rights. We have done that. 

The next job is the implementation of that position— 
for us to work hand in hand with those Bands ready to 
implement any of the 24 points laid out in our Aboriginal 
Rights Paper. At the present time we are actively working 
with well over 100 Bands in the implementation of Indian 
Government. 

The other principal responsibility that we are obliged 
to carry out is to develop policy on matters of Education, 
Health, Housing, Economics, Fishing, Hunting, 
Trapping, Gathering, Legal and other areas affecting us, 
and to develop these in line with the Bands' wishes. 

It is clear from the confrontation most Bands in B.C. 

had with the Department of Indian Affairs on the Local 
Services Agreement that Indian Bands do not always 
agree with DIA's implementation policy. It is at these 
times that we get fully involved in representing the Bands 
who disagree with DIA policy. You will note that, with 
the involvement of those Bands in B.C. and Bands in 
other provinces, we defeated the DIA in its active desire 
to implement this bureaucratic financial formula on 
Indian Reserve Bands. We will continue to do so. 

I have always maintained that you, the people, are the 
Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs. Only through your 
participation, assistance, criticism and support can we 
continue to grow and strengthen. For our part, we are 
continuing to find better means of communicating and 
serving you better. We eagerly accept any suggestions 
Bands have for improving our services. Our work is 
difficult to carry out, but we have major successes to look 
to. 

Yours in the true spirit of Brotherhood, 
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COMMUNITY PLANNING TURNS 
INTO POLITICAL BATTLE 

The people of Blueberry River 
Band are moving. They want to move 
from the site of the sour gas well that 
nearly poisoned their community just 
one year ago. They want to move 
from a village where living conditions 
have been intolerable for many years 
and delivery of government services 
are among the worst provided to any 
reserve in the country. 

It's taken Blueberry members twenty years and a gasleak crisis to get DIA to 
agree that they should move back to how and where they want to live on 
their lands. 

For nearly 
thirty years local farmers had 
pressured the Department into selling 
I.R. 172, the original reserve. The 
Department of Veteran Affairs in
creased pressure during the war. The 
original reserve was sold in 1948. In 
1950, three small reserves were 
bought. When the families who now 
make up the Blueberry River Band 
began to settle, they did so in family 
groups, as they were used to. There is 
a beautiful lake there partly ringed by 
a flat plateau. That's where a lot of 
families had their homes in the 
1950's. 

Pressure to Centralize 
Then came the early 60's, and the 

Department started to press people to 
change their lifestyles. There would 
be no money for housing, they were 
told, unless they moved into a 
centralized area. If the people moved 
into a village, they were told, new 
houses would be provided and so 
would a school. There would be a 

sewage system and running water. 
The future of their kids was of great 
concern to them and they moved for 
the education. The people say this 
was a blackmail. They feel the DIA 
made them move for its own 
interests, as its obligations to the 
people were easier to deal with once 
the people were broken from their 
way of living in groups at some dis
tance from one another. Living in a 
village was not their way and the new 
houses were grouped very close 
together down by the river, surroun
ded by hills on all sides. Sometimes 
fog would be trapped in their valley 

for days. 

Services Not Delivered 
The DIA pressured the people to 

move there in order to provide more 
cost-efficient delivery of services. The 
twelve houses that the people live in 
today are the ones they got in 1960/61. 
The population has grown 
dramatically. As a result of very 
severe overcrowding and lack of 
maintenance funding, those houses 
are in very poor repair. And the 
services that were supposed to be so 
efficiently delivered? Water systems 
were put in but froze, burst and were 
never fixed; the septic fields only 
lasted about eight years; the river 
bank has eroded, bringing the houses 
closer to the edge; the drinking water 
is unacceptable and the people have 
to pack water from other creeks or 
they must boil local well or river 
water for 5-10 minutes and strain it. 
And the main attraction, education, 
turned out to be a very negative one. 
Now the children go off reserve into 
the provincial school system. So it 
was all for nothing. The tapping of 
the Doig oil and gas pool was the 
final insult. This pool lies directly 
below the reserve, right under the 
village. The people claim the sub
surface mineral rights. Drilling and 
production works lie on the hilltop 
just north of and about half a mile 
from the village. To see, every day, 
the Kildonan company piping away 
their gas from beneath their very feet 
is a constant irritation and reminder 
of an unjust situation. Gas emissions 
are also having a chronic effect on 
their health. 

Forced to look at Intolerable 
Conditions. 

By July 1979, the Band was already 
reaching a high level of anger and 
frustration. On July 16th, a cloud of 
deadly hydrogen sulphide gas rolled 
over the valley from the gas well, 
causing the people to flee into the 
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bush for safety. As the air cleared 
somewhat, the people regathered to 
meet with different government de
partments to discuss their situation 
and their options. The DIA was 
forced to take a hard look at the 
village conditions and it had to admit 
they were intolerable. Its immediate 
response was that the Band should 
move at once, that the area was not 
safe and there was nothing worth 
saving there. Officials trooped 
around the reserve looking for site to 
build precisely the same kind of 
village for precisely the same reasons. 
People were led to believe an instant 
move was possible. DIA never talked 
of liability or fighting the company. 
It just wanted to move away. The 
people saw this as giving in. 

The main concern of the Chief and 
Council was to deal with the reality of 
school starting and the onset of win
ter. They had to deal with the com
pany to get the wells shut down, the 
air safe and the company to admit 
liability. They were tired of being 
pushed around and not prepared to 
move on DIA terms. 

The People Plan to Relocate 
Over the past eight months, however, 
the relocation of the Band has been 
given more and more attention. The 
stresses of living in the present condi
tions and the stresses of living within 
the shadow of the gas wells reached a 
peak early this year. The people feel 
trapped in that bowl-like valley. The 
only road out is past the well, when 
the river floods travel is impossible 
for months, and besides not enough 
families own cars. 

The Band went to the Minister for 
approval in principle for the move 
and he asked the Region for support
ing documentation. That was in early 
April. A DIA consultant's study 
showed that H2S is a continuing 
hazard and that no one can live safely 
less than a mile away, Medical 
Services repeated their conclusion of 
last August that the village site is a 
bad one and an accident could 
happen again. Documentation of the 
social conditions due to overcrowding 
and the unacceptable physical 

conditions were not hard to put 
together. 

Double Pressure Pays Off 
The Band went through all the bu

reaucratic hoops put up by the Depart 
ment, the disbelief, the double check
ing, the sitting on the fence. That 
took three months. At the same time, 
the Band took the political route 
through the Union of Chiefs. The 
double route of political pressure and 
hard slogging with the bureaucracy 
paid off. In early June, they got 
agreement in principle for the move. 

Moving On Whose Terms? 
The people want to move back to 

their style of living in groups or 
singly. Many preferred sites are 
chosen and detailed planning will be 
complete in a few months. Last 
August the Department talked confi
dently of an instant village. Now it 
talks of two years for an emergency 
move, which could otherwise take 
five years. Its planning calls for 
lengthy study, then the water, sewage 
and other facilities and finally the 
houses. The Band is firm: its priority 
is to get the houses, to get out of the 
valley. The people have lived without 
the services for so long, they can sur
vive without them a little longer. The 
other conflict involves Band priorities 
in living style. If it had moved last 
August, it would be moving into a 
similar kind of DIA-planned village 
that had proved so unsatisfactory last 
time. The Band is planning a 
community according to the people's 
wishes and ways. It has hired a 
community planner who is drawing 
up a detailed plan, working with the 
people. The Band has won this point: 
that the Band has the control over the 
community design, and the DIA has 
only the right to establish technical 
satisfaction. 

Conflicts Take Time From 
Building 

These political battles have taken 
time, the continuing legal battles with 
Kildonan have taken time and the 
people are feeling the clock ticking 
by. Some caution on the part of the 

DIA is to be expected: everyone 
agrees that a hasty relocation could 
prove costly. But the people say they 
know what they want. A detailed 
plan, budget and time-line is in 
motion and will be ready by 
August/September. The people are 
ready to move on relocation: their 
objective is to put up twelve 
foundations before winter. They feel 
that the DIA is putting new 
obstructions in their way at every 
turn. They saw their first deadline of 
July put back to August and now they 
worry whether, in fact, they are likely 
to get in at all before winter. 

A $200,000 Question 
Kildonan is pressing for the re

opening of its operations in October. 
The Chief has asked all the members 
of the reserve what they will do if the 
wells re-open. No one will stay in the 
valley. The alternative is to spend up 
to $200,000 on renting trailers for the 
winter. It is not clear whether the 
trailers are available and the DIA 
considers the cost unreasonable 
anyway. Besides, twelve new homes 
would not completely relocate the 
Band. The upshot of it all is that the 
DIA wants the Band to live the winter 
within a distance to the gas wells that 
its own consultant has declared dan
gerous and in conditions that its own 
officials have declared intolerable 
and unacceptable. 

A Changing Relationship 
However, the main battles have 

been won: the agreement on 
relocation doing so according to the 
Band's community design. For 
decades the DIA was a paternalistic 
agency with very tight controls over 
the Band. The relocation battle has 
brought about a significant change in 
that relationship. It was accom
plished through by-passing the Dis
trict office, going straight to the 
Minister and Region, and enlisting 
the political and technical support 
from the UBCIC: It was accom
plished through the Band being 
powerful enough to state what its 
objectives are and determined enough 
to see those through. 
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Band Appeals 
Re-opening 

Wells 
Last week Kildonan Oils took the 

Blueberry Band to court to lift the 
injunction which we have success
fully held on their operation since 
last September. 

The company argued that it was 
prepared to put a million dollars 
worth of safety machinery on the 
wells. 

With all the safety mechan
isms which they recommended, they 
still could not say that an incident 
such as the one that occurred last 
July would not happen again or 
could not happen again. The 
company also admitted the fact that 
the provincial government allowed 
the operation last July, and at that 
time obviously the regulations were-
not stiff enough because that kind of 
event occurred. They say the same 
provincial government ought to be 
the one regulating again, but they 
also admitted that the provincial 
government in British Columbia 
was far below the level of sophisti
cation that even the government of 
Alberta has reached. 

Neither the company nor the 
Provincial government nor anybody 
else could guarantee the people total 
safety. 

We also argued very strenuously 
that the health of the people had 
been affected. The company ought 
to step aside and let the people move 
out of the way before the wells 
reopened. Even though the 
company proposes to move the 
battery site, it still doesn't alter the 
fact that the well heads are still very 
close to the village. 

The judge ruled that the well be 
opened. We have appealed the 
decision and hope to bring the 
Appeal on before the wells actually 
go on tap. 

The Band wants to be right 
out of there at the point when that 
happens and we're taking all steps 
to appeal that decision and try to 
stop the company from opening up 
until the Band has been relocated. 

ABORIGINAL 
RIGHTS 

Whole 
Again: 
An Indi
vidual 
Respon
sibility 

The struggle that we have in terms of implementing our 
aboriginal rights is a very long one. It's a hard process 
that we have to go through, the long march. It's not just 
going to happen. The reason is that there is no simple 
solution to the implementing of Aboriginal Rights. 

Aboriginal Rights doesn't belong to the Chief. It doesn't 
belong to the Council and it doesn't belong to a 
provincial organization. Aboriginal Rights evolves 
internally from each individual. 

The power that we had and the control that we had 
over specific territories was something that I think we can 
look back at and wish for. One of the things that we 
don't address, though, is what has happened between the 
time that we had all of that and now, and how that 
affects us. 

Over the last one hundred or one hundred and fifty 
years, the powers that we possessed internally, through 
our Elders, our leaders and our councils, have been 
gradually eroded. 

One time the Elder people were respected because they 
possessed power, knowledge and wisdom. They 
possessed a lifetime of experience in knowing how to 
survive. The people depended on the old people to tell 
them how to get food, at the right times, for the whole 
year. They went through a lot of experiences in terms of 
dealing with all the multitude of life's problems, the 
personal and family problems, the marriage and child 
rearing problems, the problems in dealing with death. 
The power for dealing with people who have broken our 
various laws rested especially with the old people because 
they could go back in history and say, this kind of thing 

happened some years ago and this is what we did then. If 
people wanted to cope with these problems and deal with 
the survival of the people, they were compelled to go to 
those Elder people. 

That power doesn't exist now. That power has been 
transferred elsewhere. The power for food rests with 
Safeway, Super Valu or some grocery store. The power 
for health rests with the doctors, nurses and hospitals. It 
doesn't rest with the old people who have the medicines 
and the wisdom. The laws under which people live 
together was provided by our Elder people and they have 
been assumed by the DIA through the Indian Act. 

Many external forces have evolved to control our lives. 
What basically has happened over the last hundred years 
is that gradually, they've reached inside of us and pulled 
out our responsibility for these things that are important 
to life. They have pulled out the responsibility of being an 
educator and given it to the teachers and the professors 
and the universities and the schools. They have pulled out 
the responsibility for an individual to take care of his 
health and given it to the doctors and nurses and 
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hospitals. Our history has been relegated to the museums, 
to the anthropologists and the different historians who 
have assumed the responsibility of controlling our 
history. They have pulled out our responsibility for law 
and order and given it to the police and lawyers and the 
justice system. 

One example comes to my mind. We had a blockade on 
our reserve a few years back. It was quite legal: it 
involved our road and we had shut it down. One day 
everyone went to play ball: there was just a lady in her 
seventies left, with a young boy of about twelve, and a 
couple of guys. That day a bunch of guys from the town 
came up and wanted to go through. They became rough 
and threatened to go back for reinforcements and guns. 
It looked like a showdown. We yelled across the river to 
our guys at the ball game: "hey, there's an invasion 
coming. Come and help, we're in trouble." The response 
was "Call the cops." Our warriors—where are you! 

So what we ultimately end up with, where they have 
been successful, is a person with a core that is empty. 
When that core is empty, it has got to be filled. A lot of 
people go around searching for themselves, trying to find 
themselves. Some take alcohol and fill that centre up; or 
they take drugs and they just forget about things and 
goof around. They aren't real any more, they have 
more responsibility. 

Breaking our dependencies 
I think that is the kind of job we have to do. We have 

to take those powers back, away from all those bodies, 
and put it back with our people. We want to end up with 
a whole person, who has a legal being to himself, who has 
a political being to himself, an educational being, and so 
on. 

In many communities the dependency on the Band 
Council office is equivalent to the dependency on a 
doctor, the dependency on the grocery store, the 
dependency on the politicians, on the justice system. 
Some of that is our fault as leaders in that we have, in 
some cases, adopted a system of administration similar to 
that of the non-Indian system. We employ specialised 
people who carry out jobs and determine problems and 
design programs to solve our problems. That creates the 
same kind of dependency. The people's internal input is 
limited. 

That's what self-determination means: we have to 
decide whether we want that or not. 

We can't be afraid to take risks to improve our lives 
Assuming our roles again, taking back these 

responsibilities under our jurisdiction, is an extremely 
difficult process. Basically our souls and our minds have 
been effectively castrated from us. We have to rebuild 
them. The Chief and Council can't make that change, 
they can't give them back. People have to make that 
change, to get back their power. Peope have to be 
committed to change. They have to not be afraid of 
taking risks to improve their lives. It is the individual who 

has to reassume his or her own authority, their aboriginal 
power. That means that each individual in our 
community has to change. 

There is a risk involved in change. Everybody wants to 
be part of the in-crowd and is scared that if they change 
and start to behave in a different way they might be 
laughed at or condemned. But we have to overcome that 
fear because by being a part of the in-crowd, what we are 
seeing is ourselves being destroyed. Look at the statistics 
of where we are: our suicide rate, our drop-out rate, our 
social problems, our economic problems and so on. If I 
leave the responsibility for my son's education up to the 
public school system, there is no risk. If he fails then I 
can blame it on the schools. If I take responsibility for hi 
education and he fails, then that is taking a risk. If we 
have young people with severe problems, the easiest way 
to deal with that is to send them off to some place to get 
treated. If we decide to deal with it ourselves, that is 
taking a big risk. But we have got to take that risk. 
Nobody else is solving those problems. Nobody else is 
dealing with them effectively. We have got to bring them 
home to our communities, understand and deal with 
them. 

Change doesn't just happen and it 
can't happen without our Band 
members. 

People want to change, but because of the dependency 
created by external institutions, they want change to 
come about without each individual having to make a 
personal commitment or risk to that change. They want it 
to kind of just happen. Real change is not possible that 
way. Progress cannot come without the people. You can 
have nice buildings around and create all kinds of 
institutions; but that is not what change is. It is the 
people. 

It is really hard to do, too, because there are some 
people who do not want the change. They have learnt to 
manipulate the system without feeling any responsibility 
for their actions. It is not their laws and so they don't 
care. So we have to make our own laws. There has to be a 
return of authority to the community, and everybody has 
to apply themselves according to the laws established by 
the community. 

It takes commitment and responsibility. It involves 
taking risks, but we cannot afford not to. Whatever the 
risks, we cannot lose more than we are losing now. When 
we talk of implementing our Aboriginal Rights position, 
we are talking about having a great faith and belief in 
ourselves. Our Chiefs and Councils can't give that to us, 
the Union of Chiefs can't give that to us. It has to come 
from the people. 

We have to repossess ourselves. We have to decrease 
our dependence on these other agents who have assumed 
the role of our Elders. We have to take back those powers 
and return them to our Elders so they can guide us. 

by Chief Robert Manuel 
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O U R W O R L D 
BURRARD RESERVE G R A D 

The Burrard Reserve, with 150 
people, is proud of their high school 
graduate this year. Leah Dolores 
Anne George, 17 year old, has 
graduated from Windsor Secondary 
High School. Leah plans to attend 
Capilano College for the university 
transfer program, and then transfer 
to Simon Fraser University. She plans 
to pursue a career in journalism or 
social psychology. Last year, Leah's 
sister was the only graduate from the 
reserve. 

OLYMPIC C H A M P I O N 

Willie Jeffrey is a 17-year-old 
Indian athlete who has worked very 
hard at his love of running. Willie is 
originally from Hazelton, of Tsim-
shean-Gitskan background. He now 
attends school in Vancouver at 
Jericho Hil l . In June at the National 
Handicapped Olympics in Winnipeg 
Willie took first place in two events: 
the 220 and 440 (metres) and won 
second place in the 880 (metres). 
Willie is a deaf-mute, who has plans 
to join the highly-reputed Vancouver 
Road and Track Club to continue his 
pursuit of running. 

Master carver Walter Harris works 
on a totem pole at the Ksan Indian 
Village, near Hazelton. Carver Ken 
Mowatt is also working with him. 
Walter's son, Ritchie, is an 
apprentice. 

The pole will be raised at the UBC 
grounds in Vancouver, August 24. 

Sunrise Films of Toronto is filming 
the work from the falling of the tree 
to the raising of the pole, as a study 
of the Master-apprentice 
relationship. 

Ed John, of the Stewart Trembleur 
Band, recently became a lawyer 
during a ceremony at the Vancouver 
Court House. 

Chief Joe Alexis said that as a 
councillor Ed will be able to really 
help the people, especially in the area 
of land claims. 

"I feel good, it's a good 
accomplishment for Ed. I think it's 
one of those things that are needed on 
our reserve." 
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A True Trapper's 
Tale 

From the outside, the cabin looked like a child's play 
house, but as you crouched to enter and sat down, one is 
impressed with how orderly space is used: two sleeping 
mats along two walls, a very tiny table and stove to 
match, shelves in the corner behind the table. Outside 
were piles of wood, hides of skinned animals hung on 
beams, moose meat hanging to dry, snow lay about, and 
hoar-frost glistened from twigs and dead grass. I sat and 
savoured the warmth of that little stove. 

I studied the faces of the men seated in a semi-circle, 
huddled together as the Scientist quietly explained his 
quest for the millionth time and began the tedious chore 
of laying out maps of the area, the furrow on his 
forehead becoming a little deeper, puffs of smoke from 
the pipe steady. The trapper, only too happy for this 
break in his routine, took on a festive mood and was 
jovial and was only too happy to have a visitor from his 
village, and to be brought up to date on current matters. 
We were soon visited by another trapper whose cabin is a 
few miles away. Everyone was delighted by this intrusion, 
and he was filled in as to what was going on and 
expressed a great deal of enthusiasm. So, once again, the 
mood was set for serious discussion about trapping. The 
trapper was asked to show and outline the areas he 
trapped, for how long and finally the species: 
Scientist: "How about Beaver?" 
Trapper: "Oh yes! Oh, yes! Beaver." 
Scientist: " A l l along here, inside this line, or where?" 
Trapper: "Oh yes, all in here." 
Scientist: "What about muskrat?" 
Trapper: "Oh yes, muskrat too." 
Scientist: "Where abouts?" 
Trapper: "Same place." 
Scientist: "Inside this line or where?" 
Trapper: "Oh yes, same place as beaver. As a matter of 
fact, the muskrat lives with the beaver.. .same house." 
Scientist: (startled) Oh yeah.. .in the same house!" 

At this point the other men joined in all assuring him 
that this was so and the Scientist became excited and the 
puffs of smoke from his pipe came a little faster and he 
wondered how can this be proved and questioned them 
more. The men, now very serious, continued nodding and 
talking at the same time. 
Trapper: "The muskrat lives in the same house as the 
beaver, oh.. .the beaver is very smart." 
The Scientist leaned forward, eagerly awaiting for more 
information. "He is so smart to have the muskrat live 
with him: the muskrat do all the work for him." 
Scientist: "Like how?" 
Trapper: "Well, the beaver gets the muskrat to. . .wash 
the dishes... sweep the f loor . . . " 

by Dinah Schooner 

F A L L FAIR 
October 10 & 11,1980 

at the Kamloops Residential School grounds. 

Sponsored by the 

WESTERN INDIAN 

AGRICULTURAL CORPORATION 

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 

UNION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA INDIAN CHIEFS 

THEME: INDIAN GOVERNMENT 
1st Prize—35 mm camera 
2nd Prize—Cassette tape recorder 
3rd Prize—AM/FM Radio 
5 Honourable Mentions—$20.00 each 
RULES: 

1. The contest is open to all B.C. Indians. 
2. The minimum size of photograph submitted should 

measure 8x10. 
3. A l l photographs submitted to the contest must be 

taken by the person entering the contest. 
4. Photographs submitted to the Contest shall not be 

mounted. 
5. The contest is closed to all UBCIC staff plus photo

graphers of magazines and newspapers whether they 
are employees or freelancing. 

6. The deadline for entries into the photography con
test is October 1st, 1980. 

Please submit the following form (or facsimile) with each 
photograph by October 1st, 1980. 

Name Age 
Address Phone Number: 

Band or Reserve 
Date of Photo 
Subject of Photograph (name and place) 

For more information please contact Reg Percival c/o 
UBCIC. 
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The Feast of the 
Mountain Goat 
I was sent by the K'san to Australia about 2 years 

ago and a young lawyer questioned me at the meeting 
of the aboriginal peoples, questioned me how the 
Indians were formed and I told him the story about the 
first village. 

Everybody was very happy and everybody got 
enough clothes to wear and enough food to eat. They 
prepared a mountain goat stew in the summer time for 
the winter and feasts. 

One time they went out hunting for the mountain 
goat. They got canoes and crossed the river to the 
other side. A whole bunch of young men went out and 
they killed a lot of mountain goats. Afterwards they 
made fun of the skins and they laughed, and they took 
the hoofs and threw them to the trees and they stuck in 
the tree and they burst out laughing. 

One young man stopped them but they wouldn't 
listen. After they were filled up with something nice to 
eat they all went to sleep. This young man didn't sleep; 
he was resting until it's getting daylight and starting to 
be daylight. He could see the trees reflecting the sky 
real early in the morning. That was when they started 
out when they were out hunting, if they want to go far 
away. 

This young man heard a baby crying so he got up 
and he started to get ready, putting out all his instru
ments. He started out and he found a little baby. 
Perhaps the mother is killed, so he took this little baby 
and took it up to the mountain and while he went up 
he smeared the little kid all over with their own paint, 
Indian paint, a red paint. "Someday I'll go out hunt
ing," he said to the little kid, "and then I'll know you 
and I won't shoot you," he said. In the ancient times 
the Indians talked to the animals and the birds, they 
understood their language. When he got too close, 
where all the mountain goats were running away from 
them, way up high on the mountain, he knows the 
little goat is safe from the hunter. 

Al l the rest were getting up when he came home. 
They asked him where he had been but he didn't tell 
them. They went home. 

We figure it must've been 20 years later: that is the 
reason this young man is married and has a family of | 
his own, when some visitors came to the village 
invited him to the feast. Two young men 
came to invite them. This one little boy is 
playing outside and these young men that 
invited them were lying on the grass at the 
end of the village, waiting for the people 
to get ready. The small little boy saw them 
eating grass and he came in running to his 
mother and told her what happened; that 

Mary 
Johnson, 
an Elder of 
the Kispiox 
Band, 
holds a 
wealth of 
knowledge 
and stories 
from our 
past. 

those two men were eating grass. "Don't say that," his 
mother said, "go out and play." She didn't want to 
embarrass the strangers who invited them. The little 
boy went out and didn't say anything. 

Finally the village was ready and they walked. To 
them it's a straight road and no hill, they didn't climb 
any hill. Finally they came into the feast house. A 
young man came pushing through the crowd half 
naked and his skin is red. So he came to this young 
man that saved the little mountain goat from years 
ago. "You ' l l be my guest, and you will sleep behind 
this tree," he said. "And I'll sleep next to you." Those 
who invited them didn't feed them any lunch when 
they got to the feast house after their walk. But still 
they didn't ask questions. They didn't want to 
embarrass those who invited them. 

After this young man lay down behind the post, Tie 
saw some of these people went out the door and they 
didn't ever come back in again. Finally another one 
went out and he noticed that they didn't come back in 
there again and all those who invited them they were 
just walking around inside the building and he didn't 
make out what they were saying. To him it sounds like 
they were whispering to each other. 

He went to sleep and early in the morning he woke 
up and there he was behind a tree and they were in a 
cliff. That's why they call it the feast of the mountain 
goat today. So there was the mountain goat who he 

saved some years back, it was him. "You 
helped me once," he said, "and now I will 
help you." He's the only one that got 
saved and all the rest went down the side 
of the cliff. He lent him his hoofs. " I ' l l go 
down first," he said, "and you just 
follow my footsteps." He could step in 
the same place that he stepped until they 
get to the foot of the mountain. 
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MISSION POW-WOW 

The Grand Entry is led by the carriers of the American and Canadian flags. The competition dancers follow in their 
regalia. It's a magnificent sight. 

Fancy dancers dressed in their beautiful and complicated outfits hold 
themselves elegantly as they dance in the Grand Entry. If they so much as lose 
a feather, they can be disqualified from the competition. 
A little girl in the huge crowd turns her attention to what's going on behind 
the scenes. There were over 2,000people there over the weekend. 
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OUR CHILDREN, 
by Chief Wayne Christian 

The little people of the Indian world are the most vital 
resource to our survival as the first people. Our children 
will carry on the traditions and our fight for a just land 
claims settlement with the non-Indian governments. 

It is time that we as Indian people stopped talking 
about 'a future for our children,' and started to protect 
our children. The Provincial Government of B.C. 
literally stole 100 children from our community. The 
Department of Human Resources by the non-Indian 
values determined that our children were being neglected 
and abused. Since when is it a crime for grandparents, 
aunts, and uncles to care for their relations' children 
while their parents are off working to support the family? 
The number of Indian children taken by apprehension in 
this province is so high that I believe we have lost one 
generation to the white world. The provincial 
government has committed an act of genocide by forcing 
our children to live in the non-Indian society. 

We, the people of the Spallumcheen Indian Band, are 
challenging the provincial jurisdiction on our lands. We 
are taking the provincial government to court, to assert 
the fact that it is our right to care for our children, not the 
right of a non-Indian government. We have codified an 
Indian law that has existed since the creation of our 
Indian world. We are going to fight for our right to care 
for our chidlren. 

The background of our action against the provincial 
government is a long process. It started when Human 
Resources apprehended 70 children in a ten year period 
from 1951 to 1961. Lately we have seen evidence that 
those children taken from our community and placed in 
non-Indian homes suffer many hardships that lead to 
social chaos in our society. The evidence is very concrete 
—the number of Indian people in jails, the alcohol 
problem, the juvenile offenders, the high drop out from 
public schools, and the high number of suicides that are a 
result of total helplessness. We were asked by one of our 

citizens, a mother, to help her with her fight to keep her 
children. She was very clear that she did not want non-
Indians taking her children from her and placing them 
with a non-Indian family. This mother's actions led us to 
three general meetings of the people where we developed 
our law for the care and protection of our children. This 
is Indian Government in action, where the people decided 
what they wanted and how to implement their decisions. 

Our people found out that we are the first Indian 
people in Canada to challenge any provincial government 
over jurisdiction of our children. This fact is very 
disheartening to me as the Chief of the people because I 
have heard so much talk about our children and how we 
should protect our Indian rights for our children. I have 
seen and heard so many organizations talk about doing 
something for the Indian children but little has been done 
by these organizations to protect our children from the 
clutches of the non-Indian governments. It is fine to talk 
about the problems but there have to be vehicles to 
implement the decisions of the people. These 
organizations, like the provincial government, are 
outside agencies deciding what the solutions should be 
for the communities. The solutions tended to be very 
piecemeal and take authority away from the Indian 
government of the communities. 

It is time that we take action rather than spout off 
meaningless words: words are plentiful, but the lives of 
our children depend upon us as responsible leaders and 
parents to take concrete action. If you really believe in 
something as vital as the future of our children, don't 
talk about it, do something. We as the original people of 
this land and water have to take our rights back for there 
is no white government that will give us the things that 
belong to us by way of our aboriginal rights. 

Our children, our survival depend upon us to take 
action, to assert our rights as Indian government to care 
for the people, especially the little people. 

OUR SURVIVAL 
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something for the Indian children but little has been done 
by these organizations to protect our children from the 
clutches of the non-Indian governments. It is fine to talk 
about the problems but there have to be vehicles to 
implement the decisions of the people. These 
organizations, like the provincial government, are 
outside agencies deciding what the solutions should be 
for the communities. The solutions tended to be very 
piecemeal and take authority away from the Indian 
government of the communities. 

It is time that we take action rather than spout off 
meaningless words: words are plentiful, but the lives of 
our children depend upon us as responsible leaders and 
parents to take concrete action. If you really believe in 
something as vital as the future of our children, don't 
talk about it, do something. We as the original people of 
this land and water have to take our rights back for there 
is no white government that will give us the things that 
belong to us by way of our aboriginal rights. 

Our children, our survival depend upon us to take 
action, to assert our rights as Indian government to care 
for the people, especially the little people. 

OUR SURVIVAL 



NEWS, NEWS, NEWS 

MINERAL SHARING DEAL NOT SEEN AS L E G A L 
EXAMPLE FOR ALL B . C . BANDS 

On behalf of the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs and on 
behalf of their own Bands, Chief Kelvin Davis of Doig 
River and Chief Sandy Yahey of Blueberry River flew to 
Ottawa to address the Standing Committee on Indian 
Affairs on July 10th. The Government, through amend
ments to Bill C-26, the Fort Nelson Indian Reserve 
Mineral Revenues Sharing Act, wanted to use the Fort 
Nelson Band agreement as the way to deal with all Bands 
in B.C. for minerals under their land. In return for a 
royalties percentage, the Fort Nelson Band has agreed to 
the Province having the mineral rights beneath their land. 
Other Bands see this as a private deal, not as a precedent. 

"Mineral rights are important to us," Chief Kelvin 
Davis told the Committee, "we understand mineral rights 
now. It should be recognized that these rights belong to 
us. We own them now and we have always owned 
them... 

"It is not for the Province or anybody else to act as if 
they own these mineral rights. This is why our Bands, and 
other B.C. Bands, don't want an agreement like Fort 
Nelson. Fort Nelson's Reserve is like the reserve that we 
live on. If Fort Nelson wants to let the province own their 
mineral rights, then that is for them. It is not for us." 

The Chiefs won their point and the amendment did not 
go through. 

WELCOME TO KALAALLIT N U N A A T : 
INUIT CONFERENCE 

Nuuk, the capital of Greenland, hosted both the 
second Inuit Circumpolar Conference and an executive 
council meeting of the World Council of Indigenous 
Peoples in the last week of June. Greenland, while 
remaining part of Denmark, achieved home rule on May 
1st, 1979. The 50,000 Greenlanders now control most 
aspects of their lives and receive a set annual subsidy 
from the Government of Denmark. While their 
ownership of the resources in Greenland has not been 
settled, they can veto any development project that is not 
acceptable to the Inuit majority in Greenland. Names are 
changing back to the Greenlanic Inuit words. Greenland 
is now Kalaallit Nunaat. The capital city is Godthab in 
Danish and Nuuk in Greenlandic. The Greenlandic 

dialect of Inuktitut can be understood by most Canadian 
Inuit. Nevertheless the second Inuit Circumpolar 
Conference had simultaneous translation into three Inuit 
dialects. 

The second Inuit Circumpolar Conference agreed on a 
constitution to establish, for the first time, an Inuit 
organization that overcomes the political boundaries 
created by colonialism. Inuit from Alaska, Canada and 
Kalallit Nunaat will ratify the constitution before the next 
meeting of the ICC, planned for Canada. The first ICC 
was held in Barrow, Alaska in 1977. At that time Eben 
Hopson, the mayor of Barrow, was chosen to head the 
organization. Tragically, Eben Hobson died in Alaska 
during the second ICC and was praised and mourned by 
Inuit from all parts of their circumpolar region. 

WORLD COUNCIL OF INDIGENOUS P E O P L E : 
THIRD ASSEMBLY WILL BE IN A U S T R A L I A 

Attending the Executive Council meeting of the World 
Council of Indigenous Peoples were Reg Byrch of 
Australia, Armando Rojas Smith of Nicaragua, Ramiro 
Reynaga of Bolivia, Ralph Aluska from Alaska and Hans 
Pavia Rosing from Kalaallit Nunaat (who is the new 
president of the ICC). In addition Marie Marule of 
Lethbridge, Doug Sanders of Vancouver and Rudy Ryser 
and Ellie Menzies of Seattle were present, all staff people 
with the World Council. The Executive Council meeting 
finalized plans for the third General Assembly of the 
WGfP to be held in Canberra, Australia, in April , 1981. 
The executive discussed other planned meetings, 
including a Pacific regional conference on appropriate 
technology, a western hemisphere conference of Indian 
people and an international conference on indigenous 
legal rights. 

FRASER POLLUTION: UBCIC L A Y S CHARGES 

On July 23,1980, the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs laid 
charges under the Fisheries Act against the Greater 
Vancouver Regional District, the Chairman of the district 
and the Administrator of operations. 

The charges were filed as a result of an investigation by 
a scientist with the Department of Fisheries that the Iona 
Island Sewage Treatment Plant, which is the responsi
bility of the G.V.R.D. , was responsible for a large fish 
kill in the Fraser River Estuary. 
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Fraser Salmon 
and the 
Industries: 

Major Run 

Could be 

Wiped Out 
The situation of the salmon stocks 

on the Fraser River was expected to 
be poor throughout July. 

The problem came about because 
Of the extremely low number of 
salmon going up the river. This 
happened even though there was, no 
commercial fishing of this species this 
year. Saul Terry, UBCIC Vice Presi
dent, explained that the Federal Fish
eries estimate that only between 
20,000 and 30,000 salmon went up the 
Fraser during that run. To make the 
situation worse, the spawning rivers 
and streams of most of these fish are 
unusually low this year. Many salmon 
could die if the water level doesn't 
rise. 

The poor fish stocks are blamed on 
various factors which have been 
eating away at the Fraser River 
system for many years—industrial 
pollution, destruction of estuaries 
(some are being literally removed), 
dumping of toxic chemicals and 
numerous other factors which kill 
fish and destroy their spawning 
grounds. 

At the beginning of the summer the 
expected number of fish going up the 

Jimmy Peters '79 fish camp. The people of the Fraser worry whether there will 
be camps here July 1984. Is this the crisis needed to force government and 
industry to look at salmon management? 

river was estimated at about 50,000, 
which would leave enough for 
spawning after Indian people took 
winter supplies. However, it appears 
that the new figures could have been 
closer to 20,000. 

"Things are pretty grim to say the 
least," Saul explained. "If all the 
factors stay bad, the run could be 
even less in four years time. There 
might not be any left.'' 
The Fraser system has the capacity 

to hold 100,000 or more salmon re
turning to the river. If that number 
went up the river this year, however,, 
many would die. Because of the 
weather during the winter, the creeks 
are danerously low and although the 
area has been getting rain, the water 
is sinking into the ground too 
quickly. 

"Even the healthy runs will suffer. 
It has a lot to do with all the indus
trial activity—nature just can't 
hold it any more." 

Indian people have to help the 
salmon. In the Lillooet area the 
people are cutting down on their fish
ing to help the stocks. Mike Leech, 
Chief of the Lillooet Band, said his 

people are cutting down to two days 
of fishing per week because of the 
danger of losing the entire run in four 
years. 

"It looks like we'll have to take 
drastic measures. The people will 
have to be more conserving. In
stead of taking ten fish, take five, 
or less if it's possible to wait until 
the next run," he stressed. "We'll 
have to ask people to be very care
ful, but not to suffer from the lack 
of salmon." 

Monitoring of salmon stocks con
tinues. 

"It seems to take a crisis before 
anyone tries to reverse the situa
tion. It's going to take a huge push 
from industry to turn it around. 

"We have a job, as Indian 
people, to do so as well. We have 
to see just what the problems are 
and demand some kind of action 
from the Federal Government. 
There's got to be some kind of 
follow-up to prevent this type of 
thing from happening again." 
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FISHERIES ORDERED TO 
RETURN CONFISCATED 

FISH 
About a year and a half ago, Rita 

McRae, who is a member of the 
Gitskan-Carrier Tribal Council, had 
seventy-six fish seized by Fisheries. 
The charges against her were 
eventually dropped but all the fish ad 
been confiscated and sold for one 
dollar. 

The case was brought to court and 
the judge ordered that the fish be 
returned. He ordered that the Federal 
Fisheries is wrong in selling people's 
fish without compensating them 
properly. 

SALMON? YES I BELIEVE WE'LL BE SOON EXPECTING A FRESH SUPPLY 

Fisheries appealed that decision. 
The appeal was heard and last week 
the decision was given: Fisheries lost 
again. Bluntly, the judge said that the 
Department should consider itself 
such a charity organization that it can 
seize people's fish without their per
mission and sell it for a dollar. 
Fisheries said it was policy but "Just 
who in the Department's bureaucracy 
was responsible for creating a policy 
which so magnanimously disposed of 
a private citizen's property was not 
revealed," reads the judge's decision. 

"Just why, if only two salmon were 
required for evidence purposes, the 
remaining salmon seized were not 
returned to Rita McRae on August 4, 

1978, rather be given away, was never 
explained. It would appear that the 
policy-maker in the Department of 
Fisheries must have proceeded on the 
assumption, where fish have been 
seized for a suspected violation, that 
the persons apprehended were guilty 
as at the moment of their apprehen
sion, and the property seized could be 
dealt with as he, the government 
policy-maker, considered appropriate 
for the good of the community." 

The judge ordered an equivalent 
amount and value of fish be returned 
to Rita. 

A lot off B.C. Indians now expect 
Return off Confiscated Fish 

On the basis of that case, the 
UBCIC Legal Task Force has written 
to the Department of Fisheries to 
settle the case of Ralph George who is 
suing the Department for his fish that 
were also wrongfully seized and sold 
for one dollar. Waiting for this 
response are also Larry and Edna 
Ned, Doreen Bonneau, Edward 
Thompson, Rod Cooper. There are a 
lot of people from the last two 
summers who have won their cases in 
the courts or whose charges against 
them were dropped and who were just 
offered one dollar in return for the 
fish that were confiscated at the time 
they were charged. 

SPAWNING 
CHANNEL 
BLASTED 
F i s h e r i e s 
D r o p s 
C h a r g e s 

Federal Fisheries has dropped 
charges against the officer of the 
Dyking Commission who blew up a 
spawning channel, destroying all the 
fish life in the channel. John Williams 
of Mount Currie, who brought the 
incident to the attention of the Fish
eries for prosecution, has now asked 
the UBCIC Legal Task Force, on 
behalf of the Band, to take the matter 
further. The Band feels that the 
Fisheries have been completely in
competent in the whole matter of 
protecting spawning channels in the 
Mount Currie area. 

Clearing Spawning Channels 
With Dynamite 

A few months ago, the official of 
the Dyking Commission was author
ized to go into Mt. Currie and blow 
up a beaver dam with dynamite. This 
was in a slough just behind the Wil
liams' house. His children heard the 
explosion and went to check it out. 
They came back with fistfuls of Coho 
fingerlings. When John went to inves
tigate, he found the banks covered 
with dead fish, fingerlings and trout. 
He filled a bucket with the fish for 
evidence, put it in the fridge and got 
in touch with Fisheries who collected 
the fish for the pathologist next day. 

This was not the first blasting. It 
has happened four or five times in the 
last ten years and it is not the first 
time an official has been over-zealous 
in his duties. The people remember 
dynamite being used to unblock a 
culvert and again a spawning channel 
was blasted. The last incident was too 
much—hours later hundreds of fish 
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were still going belly up. The water 
had suddenly dropped about three 
feet and this too contributed to the 
fish loss. There were thousands and 
thousands of dead fish. 

Charges Laid Under Fisheries 
Act 

When Fisheries came out to collect 
the evidence they asked John Willi

ams if he wanted to lay charges. He 
was mad. "I f we do any little thing, 
they are pretty quick to lay charges. 
They talk of conservation, yet here is 
a case where thousands of fish are 
killed and they wonder about 
charges. Isn't it their job?" But John 
went to the prosecutor and duly laid 
charges under the Fisheries Act. 

Charge dropped for 'Lack of 
evidence" 

The day the case went to trial, John 
sat there from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. when the court closed. He had 
seen the Fisheries officers about 11:00 
a.m. briefly and they didn't talk to 

him. At the end of the day, 
he went out to find out 

what was happening 

to his case and it turned out that the 
charges had been dropped. The 
prosecutor said it was because the 
pathologist couldn't say what had 
killed the fish, because by the time he 

had received the fish they were really 
rotten. 

Fisheries Had Evidence on a 
Plate & They Blew It 

Why did it take so long to get the 
fish there? Why didn't the prosecutor 
call John Williams as witness any
way? The whole affair was rotten. 
Fisheries and Conservation officers 
had been told that the Mount Currie 
Band members would be willing to 
keep the channels clean. People 
would do a lot less damage than 
dynamite. Previous explosions have 
sent the water and the fish higher 
than the tallest trees. 

The Band wants to push this matter 
through to the finish. "Fisheries were 
given this case on a plate: samples, 
evidence and witnesses. And they 
couldn't get it together." The Band 
wants an Agreement where they will 
be responsible for clearing the 
spawning channels. 

New Investigation into Case 
The Regional Crown Council has 

agreed to conduct an investigation 
into the case. A- Justice Department 
official went out to inspect the 
blasted channel on July 10th with 
John Williams, who reports, "He 
will be going on holiday and it will be 
a month or so before he will know 
what he will do. But I'm waiting 
patiently." 

MT. CURRIE ASSERTS 
JURISDICTION OVER LANDS 

B.C. Hydro has made application 
all over the province to spray a 
pesticide or herbicide known as 
Tordon 10K on all the hydro right of 
ways in order to kill the trees which 
interfere with the power lines. 

What is Tordon 10K? 
This particular chemical is very 

persistent; according to the research it 
lives between three months and 
fourteen years. Its average life is 
about four and a half years; it is 
water soluble and also travels through 

soil. Because it has such a long life it 
could travel quite a distance through 
porous soil. Once it gets into water, it 
can be carried through streams under
ground or through streams to major 
rivers. There is also some scientific 
evidence which is pointing to the fact 
that it shortens the life of trout, kills 
small fry, and is potentially cancer 
causing. One problem is that the 
investigation as to whether or not the 
chemical is causing damage rests with 
the company, because they are the 
ones that spray it; they are the ones 

that present the information on 
whether or not it's safe, in order to 
determine whether it should be a 
registered chemical. So they basically 
control the data, and all monitoring is 
done by the company. They only do 
water sampling for about maximum 
three samples three months after the 
spraying was taking place, so for the 
entire duration of the life of the 
chemical we just don't know what it 
does, except we do know, that it kills 
every piece of vegetation in its path. 

B.C. Hydro is only going for the 
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alder and spruce that reach their 
power lines: what they do is they just 
kill everything along the way. Besides, 
because of the mobility of this 
particular chemical, when they say 
that they are spraying fifty acres, two 
hundred fifty acres will be affected. 
The chemical is sprayed by air and by 
hand. 

B.C. Hydro Withdraws 
Application after Pressure from 
Hope 

The people of Hope fought this 
application. B.C. Hydro was 
planning to spray by air. The Band 
passed a law saying that when the 
spray hits the reserve it is illegal. 
Federal Fisheries also objected. As a 
result of these pressures, Hydro 
folded their application for the area. 
They will probably have to clear the 
right of way by hand. 

Pesticide Appeal Board Hearing 
But other areas will still be sprayed 

if B.C. Hydro has its way. There was 
a hearing of the Pesticide Appeal 
Board in Squamish on July 9th to 
hear the application. After the 
evidence on the effects of the 
chemical, the Mt. Currie people gave 
their evidence: B.C. Hydro's applica
tion still goes right through their 
reserve. 

Mount Currie Evidence 
Three of the Mt. Currie Elders 

came. Adelina Williams, Placida 
Dan, and Julianna Williams gave a 
lot of information about where 
people pick berries and where they 
pick mushrooms. They told the 
Board that when B.C. Hydro sprayed 
this area in 1975, they completely 
wiped out the berry picking for the 
people, and that the area which had 
been sprayed was not the only area 
affected—plant life was killed all 
around. People need cedar roots for 
baskets and they need wood. 

Then 
Councillor Albert Nelson gave evi
dence of where the fish spawn, which 
is all adjacent to the entire spray area: 
the Birkenhead River is a major 
spawning ground for an entire 

salmon run. Also he gave evidence 
that he grazed his cattle in the area" 
that they are about to spray. 

Mary 
Louise Williams showed the board 
the community development plan 
which has been approved and is now 
in progress: the area where all homes 
are going to be put up and the 
drinking water that will come from 
creeks that run from a glacier lake, 
would all be in the spray area. She 
also told them that the old people 
have a fish camp at the bottom of 
Lillooet Lake, and they take their 
water from a creek which would cross 
the Hydro right of way, so it will be 
directly affected by the pollutant as it 
is put into the ground. It will also 
cross the stream where people drink. 

Wiping Out the Hidden 
Economic Base 

Councillor James Louie talked 
about the fact that the people had an 
economic base before the non-Indian 
people came and even within his life 
time he has watched people go from 
being totally self-sufficient to 
becoming ninety percent dependent 
upon welfare in his community. If 
Hydro is going to be spraying like this 
they are causing a further economic 
loss to the community because the 
people derive economic benefit from 
berries, roots, mushrooms and fish. 
Even if that is not recognized by the 
board because it is not calculated 
within the economy generally, it does
n't mean that it doesn't exist. He 
spoke more about the hidden 
economy of Indian people. He then 
said that people can use that wood 
that has to be cleared and it could 
provide jobs for the people to cut 
down the right of way. The Band 
members would be prepared to be 
hired by B.C. Hydro at a fair market 
price to do all the slashing and 
cutting. 

"Just walk a little further" 
The board cross-examined B.C. 

Hydro (one of the board members 
sells chemicals, these kind of 
chemicals and that is his job. It is 

really hard to persuade him that there 
is any kind of ill effect, let alone 
conflict of interest). B.C. Hydro's 
response was 'don't you pick berries 
any other place?'—meaning that they 
can total this area and there are other 
places to go. Mary Louise Williams 
turned to him and said, "well, how 
far do you expect us to walk? Why 
should we have to walk farther and 
farther to find berries out and further 
to our territory when these are right 
here?" 

Band Law Against Spraying 
Without Band's Authority 

We also made constitutional objec
tions. The Band has passed a pollu
tion by-law stating that only the Band 
Council should determine when 
chemicals such as Tordon 10K shall 
be sprayed on or around Mount 
Currie land and anyone guilty of 
spraying so that the chemical ends up 
on Band land, without the Council's 
permission, is guilty of an offence. 
The Band law was finally approved 
by the Minister just in time for the 
hearing. Besides, because the Band 
law is federal, the B.C. court has no 
jurisdiction to hear B.C. Hydro's 
application. And if B.C. Hydro 
wants to spray, it must go to the Band 
Council, not the Pollution Control 
Board. 

Band Jurisdiction Admitted — 
But Not Over Surrounding Lands 

After the Indian people gave their 
evidence, B.C. Hydro declared they 
would not spray on the reserve and 
admitted it was not their jurisdiction. 
So they withdrew the part of the 
application that actually goes on the 
reserve. But they still want to spray 
all around the reserve and this will 
directly affect Band lands and plant 
life. 

The Board's decision will be sent 
by mail. No deadline was mentioned. 
However, the manufacturer's label 
says that one should complete the 
spraying by early summer and we are 
already into late summer. If the 
Board takes too long with the 
decision, B.C. Hydro will not be able 
to spray in time. 
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UP-DATE 
SPALLUMCHEEN BAND: 
LAND EXPROPRIATED FOR HIGHWAYS 

Sixty acres were taken over by B.C. Highways from 
Spallumcheen Band and no compensation was ever paid. 
B.C. Highways' position seemed to boil down to "we use 
the road, we repair the road, the road is ours." The Band 
challenges this position as a little arrogant, let alone 
illegal. Now B.C. Highways wants to repair a bridge 
adjoining these roadways and wants more Band land in 
order to do the construction. The Band has taken the 
position that once compensation for the first sixty two 
acres has been negotiated and paid to the Band, then it 
will start talking about land for the bridge repairs. 
Negotiations are under way. 

MOUNT CURRIE BAND: 
LAND EXPROPRIATED FOR HIGHWAYS 

Last year Mt. Currie Band also discovered irregulari
ties about B.C. Highways' roadway through the reserve: 
there was no lease agreement in force. Now the 
Department has contacted the Band saying it is no longer 
interested in the Lillooet Lake Road anyway and the 
Band can have it back. But B.C. Highways does want 
another roadway through the reserve and this time the 
Department is talking about compensation and legal 
agreements. 

CROWN LAND AUCTIONS IN TREATY AREA: 

When the Province announced the auctioning off of 
Crown land in the Treaty area around Fort St. John last 
year, the Bands there asked the UBCIC to intervene. This 
was hunting, trapping and fishing territory covered by 
Treaty and therefore could not be interfered with by the 
Province. The case is going slowly through the court 
system. So far the UBCIC, on behalf of local Bands, 
and the Province have made their cases in the court and 
now both are in the process of getting full documentation 
and evidence together. The next stage is the trial but no 
one is guessing any dates yet. 

HOPE BAND: LAND 
EXPROPRIATED FOR CPR GRAVEL PIT 

In 1924, DIA authorized the Canadian Pacific Railway 
to take land from the Hope Band for a gravel pit. The 
Band was duly compensated and for fifty years CP was 
hauling off the gravel resource from the land. However, 
without the Band's knowledge or authorization, the DIA 
also signed a letters patent, which gives the title to the 

land to the CPR. It is attractive land, going from the river 
bed up to beyond the railway, basically land-locking the 
Hope reserve. Access to the river is in the hands of 
Marathon Realty, the landholding company developed 
and owned by CPR. Marathon Realty is now busy sub
dividing all this land and has a plan for major 
commercial development site. 

The Band is taking the DIA to court. The land was 
given for gravel pit purposes only and by allowing clear 
title to the CPR, the Department was negligent in its 
responsibilities. The Band has also given notice to CPR 
of their "reversionary interest" in the land: now that the 
land is no longer used for gravel it should be returned to 
the Band. The Band has given notice that it will block any 
attempts by Marathon Realty to sell the land in sub
divisions. 

Early this month all parties met to start negotiations. 
CPR has so far agreed to give the Band first refusal on 
any land it wishes to sell. DIA will be assessing the land 
values: it must buy back the Band's land that it let pass to 
CPR through negligence. Negotiations are continuing. If 
they break down, the Band is prepared to take the matter 
to court. 

BREACH OF TREATY 8: I.R. 172 

Members of the Doig and Blueberry reserves used to 
live on I.R. 172, comprising 18,168 acres. In 1948 the 
DIA sold this land to the Department of Veterans Affairs 
and bought three small parcels of land, totalling 6,194 
acres instead, without securing mineral rights. In 
September 1978, the Bands took action against the 
Department of Breach of Treaty, Breach of Trust, 
Mismanagement and Fraud. This case is also at the stage 
where both sides are collecting and documenting 
evidence. 

HUNTING CASE: FRED SHIELDS 

On July 17 at the Lillooet Provincial Court, one charge 
against Fred Shields was dropped. This was for illegal 
possession of deer meat. He was convicted, however, on 
the other charge of failing to leave sex identification on 
the meat. Provincial Court Judge Thomson agreed that, 
while Mr. Shields was technically guilty of the offense, 
the plain meaning of the law would lead to irrational 
results. A person could conceivably be convicted if he 
accepted a deer roast as a gift from someone and was 
caught with it on the way home. It would be impossible 
and totally impractical to require that person to leave sex 
parts on that roast! Fred Shields was fined $40.00 and the 
deer meat was confiscated. 
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INTERNATIONAL BOX LACROSSE 
WARRIORS ARE FAVOURITES 

The week of July 10-17, 1980 fea
tured a unique sporting event. During 
this week, the "NATIONS IN '80", 
the first ever World Box Lacrosse 
Championships took place through
out the lower mainland and 
Vancouver Island. There were five 
teams involved in the tournament: 
Canada East, Canada West, North 
American Warriors, Australia, and 
USA. 

One week before the start of the 
tournament, the "Warriors," an all-
Indian All-Star team composed of 
players from the Six Nations eastern 
based Can-Am Senior " B " Lacrosse 
League, played two exhibition games 
against the Senior " B " North Shore 
Indians lacrosse club. In the first 
game, the North Shore team defeated 
the Warriors 19-14, but the Warriors 
came back to defeat North Shore 19-
11 in the second game. Eight players 
from the North Shore Indians were 
picked to play on the Warriors team 
and to represent the North American 
Indians in the Nations '80 
tournament. 

New Warriors Unconnected 
At First 

The team practised together three 
times before playing their first game 
of the tournament against Canada 
West, who were represented by the 
top senior " A " team of Western 
Canada (Coquitlam Adanacs). Not 
yet used to playing together, passes 

weren't connecting and the team was 
very nervous. The Warriors were de
feated in the first game by Canada 
West 16-9. Goaltender Ernie 
Mitchell, who played in the now 
defunct professional lacrosse league, 
was chosen as the Most Valuable 
Player of the game. After every game 
there was a Most Valuable Player 

Nations in '80 selected from each team. The player 
chosen for this award received a 
trophy carved by a local artist. 

The next day the team travelled up 
island to Nanaimo where they played 
the American team. The Warriors 
were starting to work together now, 
and they defeated the Americans 15-
6. Vern Baker, a member of the 
Squamish Indian Band, led the way 
with four goals and he was selected 
Most Valuable Player of the game. 

July 12th the Warriors had their 
easiest game of the tournament when 
they played the Australians who are 
quite new to the game of box 
lacrosse. They defeated the Australi
ans 26-4. Wayne Baker, also a 
member of the Squamish Band, was 
selected Most Valuable Player of this 
game. 

Warriors Draw Record Crowds 
July 14th the Warriors played the 
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last game of the round-robin series of 
the tournament against the Canada 
East team, represented by the top 
senior " A " team from eastern 
Canada. They played before a 
standing room only crowd at the 
North Vancouver Rec Centre and at 
least 3/4 of the crowd were Indian. A 
couple of people were drumming and 
all the cheering and clapping of the 
crowd were unsuccessful, as the 
Warriors were defeated by Canada 
East 19-18. Harry Powless, son of 
coach Ross Powless, was selected 
Most Valuable Player of the game. 

The Warriors and Canada East met 
again in the semi-final to decide who 
would be playing in the final against 
Canada West, who were undefeated 
in the round-robin series. 

In the semi-final, the Warriors put 
it all together and defeated the 
Canada East team 13-9. Gary 
Powless, goaltender, was chosen the 
Most Valuable Player of the game. 

Cheers Are Not Enough 
Nearly 8,000 people turned out to 

watch the final game between the 
Warriors and the Canada West team, 
at the Pacific Coliseum. The Ameri
can, Australian and Canada East 
teams were all cheering for the War
riors to win. There were many people 
there drumming and people were 
chanting, "Ooh, Aah, Indians on the 
War Path" with the drumming. But 
all these efforts weren't enough to get 
the Warriors going. They kept the 
game close for the first two periods 
but the Canada West team pulled 
away in the last period and defeated 
the Warriors 16-11. Jeff Gil l , a 
Seneca Indian from New York, was 
selected the Most Valuable Player for 
the Warriors in the final game. 

Of course, it would have been 
better if they could have been playing 
together as a team all year as did 
other teams that participated in this 
tournament. But everyone was proud 
of how well they did in the tourna
ment, and people who watched the 
Warriors games were dazzled with the 
speed of the Indian players, their 
passing and their fancy stick 
handling. 

UP-COMING RODEOS 

Sugar Cane Rodeo 
Williams Lake, B.C. 
August 16 & 17, 1980 

Anaham Rodeo 
Anaham, B.C. 
August 23 & 24, 2980 

Shuswap Rodeo 
Chase, B.C. 
September 13 & 14,1980 

Pavilion Rodeo 
Pavilion, B.C. 
August 2 & 3, 1980 

Hobbema Rodeo 
Hobbema, Alberta 
August 5, 6, 7, 1980 

Alkali Lake Rodeo 
Alkali Lake, B.C. 
August 9 & 10, 1980 

We are also hosting a Canadian 
Indian finals, hopefully on the 
Thanksgiving weekend, October 10, 
11, 12, ? 13, 1980. More information 
will be available at a later date. 

B.C.I.R.A. STANDINGS 

Saddle Bronc: Bull Riding: 
1. Guy Gottfriedson Kamloops, B C $ 750.50 1. Burt Williams M t . Currie, B C 1026.95 
2. Gus Gottfriedson Kamloops .BC 494.00 2. Alexis Harry A l k a l i L k . B C 651.70 
3. Dave Best Omak.Wash. 427.50 3. Russ Arnouse Williams Lake, 

B C 539.60 
Bareback Riding: 
i . Dennis Sampson Hobbema, Al t a 1109.12 Boys Steer Riding: 
2. Clint Mor in Meadow Lake, 1. Faron Tonasket Vernon, B C 123.50 

Sask. 444.13 2. Troy Dan Williams Lake, 
3. Richard Louis Vernon, B C 313.50 B C 92.63 

3. Snyder Holloway Mor ley ,Al ta . 68.40 

Calf Roping: Ladies Barrel Racing: 
Chester LaBelle Morley, A l t a . S1026.00 Joan Perry Cache C r . , B C 515.02 
Terry Rider Morley, A l t a . 552.90 Faye Nelson M t . Currie, B C 427.02 
George McLean Morley, A l t a . 347.50 Becky Palmantier Williams Lake, 

B C 393.78 
Steer Wrestling: 
Clarence Hunt Lethbridge, Team Roping: 

Al ta . 604.20 Eldon McLean Morley, A l t a . 1065.47 
Clint M o r i n Meadow Lake, Keith Johnson Hobbema, Al t a . 1020.92 

Sask. 337.18 Robert Louis Vernon , B C 795.29 
Eugene Creighton Standoff. A l t a . 304.00 

A L L A R O U N D : 
Chester LaBelle $1825.92 
Dennis Sampson 1730.23 
Eldon McLean 1297.27 
Clarence Hunt 1150.63 
Dave Best 947.09 
Clint M o r i n 924.81 
Oliver Louis 919.92 
Robert Louis 878.41 
Richard Louis 729.12 
Cecil Louis 589.66 
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HEALTH 
CONSULTATION FUNDS 

STILL LINGERING 
We are now into August, 1980, the 5th month of the 

1980 fiscal year, and we still haven't received any money 
from the Consultation Funds set aside for Indian people 
and recommended by Justice Berger's Commission as 
outlined in the May, 1980 issue of Our Indian World. 

Last October, 1979, the Health and Social Develop
ment. Portfolio learned through the National 
Commission Inquiry meetings hosted by the National 
Indian Brotherhood that National Health and Welfare 
had set aside a yearly $950,000.00 for Consultations on 
Indian Health. 

It wasn't until March, 1979 that the money was made 
available to the Provincial and Territorial Organizations. 
This gave the Provincial and Territorial Organizations a 
full three weeks to do Province-wide and Territorial 
consultations. These were submitted to National Health 
and Welfare by March 31, 1980, the end of the fiscal 
year. 

The submission our Portfolio handed in was made into 
a brief from some of the material gathered at the Indian 
Health Conference in March, 1980, and research on 
Provincial Health Services, this brief was presented by a 
delegation in Edmonton, Alberta to the Health Services 
Review '79, chaired by the Honourable Emmett Hall. 
Consultation Through Fieldwork 

This year we intend to have five fieldworkers to do the 
consulting with the people at the local level throughout 
the province. A coordinator will compile the material 
into one package to be submitted to National Health and 
Welfare by March 31, 1981. Hopefully, these funds will 
not be left until the last minute as it has in the past, 
leaving little or no time to do proper consultations with 
the people in the communities. 

At this time we would like to ask your cooperation in 
making these consultations a success. Our fieldworkers 
will be starting soon and will be contacting each Band. 
Please give them your help in fulfilling their duties. 
Your cooperation will be appreciated. 

WELFARE OF OUR CHILDREN 
Last February was the beginning of yet another step 

towards our goal of self-determination. Together, we 
descended upon our child welfare problem, and now that 
the first phase of the study has been completed we can 
say, with pride and dignity, that we have played a 
significant role in directing "our" child welfare study. 

At the start of gathering the terms of reference there 
was doubt in the minds of many as to how fruitful such a 
study could be. And they were justified in being skeptical 
since Indian people had been "studied" so many times 
before. But as we are now all aware, the tables have been 
turned and this time we will be the ones doing the 
studying and we will decide the direction and outcome of 
this study. It all boils down to the fact that if we want 
changes we must make them ourselves. 

Fran and Samantha Dan at the Mission Pow- Wow. 

When the validity of the study was realized, it became 
clear that there was an eagerness to participate. This is a 
good indication that maybe we have finally had enough 
outside interference in our responsibility for our children. 
0ur forefathers have shown us that they have 
independently governed all of their affairs, so there is no 
reason why we shouldn't resume control of our lives, our 
children, and our future. 

The final report of the terms of reference will be sent 
out to the representatives of the child welfare committee 
and they will be meeting to discuss the matter of 
launching the actual study in the fall of 1980. It is not yet 
known how they will undertake this feat but we do know 
that the success or failure of it revolves on the willingness 
of the Indian people to achieve this goal. 

NNAAP EVALUATION 
In an effort to consolidate all that has taken place 

concerning the N N A A P evaluation we have prepared a 
brief outline: 
• Evaluation Core Group formed to oversee the evalua

tion, ensure Treasury Board criteria is met, and provide 
technical assistance. 
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BAND ADVISORY 
SERVICES 

In view of many needs in regards to Indian Band 
management and administrative skills as indicated during 
discussions on the proposed contribution agreement 
between the Department of Indian Affairs and various 
Bands in B.C. , a project was begun by the Socio 
Economic Development Portfolio in order to respond to 
such needs. 

After careful consideration, it was decided that the 
process undertaken by this portfolio would be known as 
"Band Advisory Services.'' 

Practical Needs 
In the main, the objective is to provide coaching or 

advisory services in areas of: 
• Band Community Planning 
• Budget and Cash Flow Projection Preparation and 

Management 
• Financial Administration and Controls 
• Financial and Program Reports 
• Audits and Effective Use of Auditors 
• Basic Office Management and Office Routines. 

By the foregoing, it is clearly visible that Socio-
Economic efforts under this project are purely practical 
and respond to an urgent and immediate need. 
Long Term Needs 

A "Band Training" mandate was given to the 
Education Portfolio. This deals with a need to develop 
approaches to a longer term development of Indian Band 
Management. Such a process should deal primarily with 
curriculum development and the introduction of suitable 
theory. 

1975—NNAAP introduction of three-year test program 
to test a variety of approaches to alcohol problems in 
order to establish a permanent program. 

1977— Evaluation undertaken to determine whether or 
not N N A A P was ready to become a permanent program. 
Evaluation fails to convince the government. 

1978— N N A A P extended until 1981, with condition that 
another evaluation take place. Criteria for an evaluation 
developed. 
1979— Hickling and Johnston consulting firm evaluate 

N N A A P . Evaluation completed July 1979; finally 
distributed to Indian organisations and NH&W late 1979. 
1980— Report criticized by Indian Governments because 
of nature of recommendations, which didn't represent 
Indian needs or right to control. 
• Hickling & Johnson report shelved by Treasury Board 

and Task Force on N N A A P proposed; 
• UBCIC rejected Task Force because of government 

dominated structure; 
• Provincial Territorial Organizations demand Band and 

Tribal Council control over evaluation; 
• Government compromises by changing the composi

tion and nature of Task Force and allowing more 
community involvement through PTO's; 

• Deadline for provinces' evaluations set for July, 1980. 

June—Resolution passed at NIB, National Commission 
Inquiry meeting calling for a one year extension of the 
evaluation. Although the government had finally 
agreed to allow Band input, it was felt that one month 
was not adequate time to complete the evaluation. A l l 
other government evaluations of N N A A P had been 
given at least a year to prepare their reports. 
Williams Lake meeting supports the extension and 
action plan is developed as framework for evaluation 
to be ratified by Chiefs and Council. 
Unfortunately recent developments within NNAAP's 

Regional Advisory Board have ignored the work accom
plished at Williams Lake. They have chosen to go ahead 
with the evaluation on their terms and within the deadline 
now set for the end of July. It is unclear how they will 
attempt to receive recommendations from Bands without 
projects and what they will do with any recommendations 
from Bands with projects. It also appears that they will 
not consult with Chiefs and councils of any Band. 

The ramifications of such an evaluation could be 
serious. The government may accept the Regional 
Advisory Board's evaluation as being the voice of B.C. 
Indians and restructure N N A A P using their 
recommendations. We have sent a letter to Monique 
Begin expressing our concerns over the government's 
failure to give a firm commitment on the extension, and 
asking for her position. 

I.C.G. 
(Indian Consulting Group) Ltd. 

An Indian-
owned general 
development 
consulting 
group 

• Economic feasibility studies 
• Preparation of funding proposals 
• Project planning/implementation 
• Socio-economic impact analysis 
• Negotiations with government/industry 
• Band organization and training 

225-744 West Hastings Street 
Vancouver V6C 1A5 

(604) 682-7615 
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INFORMATION IS POWER 
by Gene Joseph 

Throughout our history of contact with non-Indian people, we have had to rely upon non-Indians 
(government, missionaries, police, etc.), for information on various subjects that affect us. As these 
people have not always had our interests at heart, the information we received has been incomplete, 
censored, or changed to suit their interests. A classic example of this was the signing of the Treaties. 

Today, we no longer can completely and honestly say 
that we don't understand English, as a large portion of 
our population can read and write, and if we really can't 
then there are other Indian people who can interpret 
English for us. Unfortunately, this has not meant that we 
have fully used this knowledge or used all the resources 
that are available. It is so much easier to get second-hand 
information rather than to do our own work and research 
and read. It is so much easier to avoid this work and go to 
DIA (who already have a well-known record of giving us 
incomplete, censored information) and ask them to do 
our research or gather material for us. Or even worse 
than that, we know where the information is available 
but ignore it (the ostrich effect). In this case, we refuse to 
see and read the information because we don't like to 
read, or hope it disappears, or hope that it didn't contain 
anything important. This abuse of our knowledge and 
resources only serves to hinder our progress to self-
determination. You are more likely to lose an argument 
when the other person knows more facts than you do. 
Indian Organizations Starting Own Information 
Centres 

In Canada, some of our leaders have also recognized 
the importance of gathering and using information. The 
use of information has been important in the develop
ment of libraries for their organizations' membership as 
they also realized that an organized library can provide 
quick and efficient retrival of information as well as 
storing information for future use. A large collection of 
material is virtually unusable when it is not organized and 
maintained, just as office files must be organized or they 
only become a mass of unusable paper. 

Library Training and Sharing is Slow 
Organization, development, and maintenance of 

libraries require skills which have not often been learned 
by Indian people. Over the past ten years, some organi
zations such as the National Indian Brotherhood, 
Federation of Saskatchewan Indians and the Union of 
B.C. Indian Chiefs have trained Indian people to work in 
libraries. However, these people have had very little 
opportunity to exchange their training and organizational 
ideas, techniques, etc. As a result of under-funding and 
under-staffing, they have not had the opportunity to 
assist other people to develop their own libraries and so 
indirectly, help them on the road to self-determination. 

Using Information 
To reach self-determination, we must each individually 

start using all of our knowledge and making use of all 
information sources. Some of our leaders have begun to 
realize that the more information we have about our
selves, and the non-Indian world, the better chance we 
have of being able to reach our goal of self-
determination. In a paper for the White House Pre-
Conference on Indian Library and Information Services 
on or Near Reservation, Joseph R. Hardy wrote that "In 
dealing with Navajo small businessmen, helping them in 
market studies and loan packaging in dealing with 
shopping centre developers on behalf of the Navajo 
Tribe, in negotiating with financial sources, we have 
found that improved access and availability of business 
and economic information has assisted in securing more 
and more favourable deals." The Navajo Nation has 
developed a library for their Nation's use. 

Original People's Library Association: 
Sharing Resources 

This need was recognized in 1978 by David Ahenakew, 
then President of the Federation of Saskatchewan Indians 
at the Canadian Library Associations' Conference. In his 
address to a conference workshop, he stressed the need 
for a network of people working in Indian, Inuit and 
Metis libraries to share resources, techniques and training 
ideas. 

As a result of Ahenakew's suggestion, the Original 
People's Library Association was formed. In general, the 
Original People's Association's aims and objectives are 
to promote the use and development of libraries, resource 
centres and information services for Indian, Inuit and 
Metis people. Development and use of these information 
centres will help us become better informed and more 
capable of making the right decision about our future. 

The Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs Resource Centre is 
available for research to the Indian People if B.C. The 
Resource Centre staff and the UBCIC staff are willing 
and able to assist you in your research. 
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MYTH OF THE 
"DUMB FARMER" by Chester Douglas 

Starting a farm, especially for 
those with limited experience, requires 
much forethought and study. Farm
ing is no longer a quiet and peaceful 
way of life. In fact, it is a highly 
competitive and a strongly regulated 
field of endeavor, demanding careful 
planning and responsible decision
making. 

Probably the first decision to make 
is the type of production one wishes 
to engage in. There are a number of 
ways farming can be classified: part-
time farming, full-time family 
operation, partnerships or corporate 
farming. One must decide his 
production mixed or specialized 
enterprises, poultry, dairy, beef, 
grain, or other cash crops. 

Usually a family's entire resources 
are committed to the undertaking and 
their future livelihood depends on its 
successful operation. 
Long Term Management 

There is no other business or 
occupation in which the annual in
come fluctuates as much as farming. 
For this reason a farmer must set 
goals for the year and should plan or 
set goals for at least five years. 
Reserve funds or savings must be set 
aside to replace depreciating build
ings and machinery. If a farmer 
spends all the income he earns on a 
year to year basis he will end up not 
being able to generate any; he will not 
have the resources available to 
replace a worn and useless piece of 
machinery, or a building in which to 
store his crops, or house his livestock. 
Land, labour and capital used to be 
the resources on which farming 
depended. Now that farming has 
become more a business than a way 
of life, management is an indispen
sable resource. 
Farming Has Become a Science 

Technology has also become an 
important factor affecting farming. 
Prospective farmers should realize 
that the farming industry has become 

very scientific. There are thousands 
of chemicals that have been 
developed to control weeds and pests, 
nutrients to fertilize soils and 
livestock, and much physical labour 
has been eliminated by complex and 
intricate machinery. Farming has 
become a complex business requiring 
a great deal of highly specialized 
knowledge and skills. There is no 
longer the stigma that used to go 
along with farming. "He's not very 
bright, oh well, I guess he could be a 
farmer." These days you need all 
your wits about you! 

Financial Management is the 
Key 

A farmer must use good financial 
management if he wishes to achieve 
any of his goals; he must know pigs 
weaned per sow, amount of grain fed 
per steer, tons of corn per acre, 
bushels of grain per acre. A good 
manager will know what the possibili
ties are in his field of production, for 
example that he could raise a 650 lb. 
steer to 1000 lb. of marketable steer 
on limited amounts of hay, grain, and 
protein supplement, or that he can get 
$50 more worth of corn per acre if he 

spends an additional $10 per acre at 
time of planting or at some time 
during the growing season. 

A good manager will have to keep 
strict records on production and be 
able to understand that level of pro
duction has a great deal to do with the 
success of an operation. He must be 
able to analyse a financial statement 
and decide whether or not to increase 
or decrease or change the type of pro
duction altogether. Very few farmers 
make more income than it takes to 
maintain their livelihood and provide 
for limited expansion. Consequently, 
most farmers operate on a year to 
year basis on capital borrowed from a 
bank or other lending institution. 
Therefore a good knowledge of 
financing is necessary to operate most 
farm businesses. This type of 
financing is called short term and is 
usually paid before the year is over. 
Medium term financing is money bor
rowed to pay for machinery, equip
ment, breeding stock, fencing, land 
clearing or other types of farm 
improvements. These types of loans 
are usually repaid in 3-10 years 
Long term financing (20-30 years) is 
usually used to supplement the 
buyer's equity when buying a farm or 
replacing or adding a major building. 
This type of finance usually requires a 
mortgage to secure repayment. One 
of the worst mistakes made by a farm 
business is to borrow money on an 
inappropriate repayment term. For 
instance one should never borrow 
money to buy machinery on a long-
term basis because he may be locked 
into an amortised payment for 20 
years when the machine may only last 
10 years. 

A farmer must be able to project 
his expenses and make a reasonable 
estimate of his income in order to 
justify a loan, whether it be short, 
medium, or long term. He must be 
able to prepare simple and overall 
budgets on his operation for the year. 
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THIS F A L L OUR INDIAN 
EDUCATION PORTFOLIO 
WILL OFFER TO MEMBER 
BANDS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
TRAINING SESSIONS: 

FACILITATED BY 
GROUP INVOLVEMENT 

1. CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 
To train Band Members to design curriculum for pre
school, K-12, adult training or traditional training. 
Y O U DECIDE T H E SUBJECTS. 

2. PARENTS' INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREN 
To assist parents to understand schooling of their 
children and take action. 

3. TRADITIONAL INDIAN HISTORY 
To provide an approach for young people to learn 
how to research, remember or record their personal 
family history. Who all their relatives are in their 
tribal area. 

4. NEEDS ASSESSMENT TRAINING 
To learn a process to use in planning for a project or 
program. This process is used for community in
volvement and design. Can be applied to teaching, 
training, management, economic development, per
sonal work, or planning a school. 

Each session may be applied for by hosting Band. 
Trainers will be co-ordinated by the Education Portfolio. 
Twenty (20) person limit on each session. Elders must be 
involved in the group of twenty. A l l trainers are Indian 
people. Cost of training negotiable. 

This approach to training allows you to develop in mind, 
body, spiritually and emotionally. 

The Omer Bradwin Peters 
Memorial Scholarship 

The Council of Elders of the National Indian Brother
hood will be presenting the winner of the Omer Bradwin 
Peters Memorial Scholarship again this year to a post-
secondary Indian student who possesses exceptional 
athletic, academic and leadership qualities. 

The establishment of the Omer Bradwin Peters 
Memorial Scholarship was officially announced by the 
Chiefs of Ontario at their 9th Annual General Assembly 
held in Fredericton, New Brunswick in August 1978. This 
Scholarship in the amount of $1,000 is presented 
annually at the National Indian Brotherhood General 
Assembly. Last year the award went to Debra Bell of 
Nimpkish Band, Alert Bay, B.C. to continue her educa
tion in Native Studies and Anthropology. 

BELLA COOLA 
EDUCATION CONCERENCE 
October 28,29,30,1980 at Bella Coola, B.C. 

The Bella Coola Band will be hosting a 3-day Education 
Conference this fall. The Bella Coola Band Council has 
been involved with a study involving Band-operated and 
Indian-controlled schools through Northwestern 
Canada and northern United States. Our preliminary 
reports indicate positive development for those Bands 
that have achieved Indian control. 

We would like to share our findings and share opinions 
with those who are interested or considering implement
ing Indian control of Indian education. 

Cultural activities are planned as a major part of this 
conference. 
Let's stand together to achieve our goal for the 
education of our children. 

More details will be provided at a later date. 

NATIONAL INDIAN 
BROTHERHOOD 

ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 
August 12th to 14th 

In Edmonton, Alberta 
For further information contact Indian 
Government Portfolio, UBCIC. 

The Council of Elders is presently fund raising to cover 
costs of the Scholarship and expenses for the winner to 
attend the National Indian Brotherhood 11th Annual 
General Assembly. 

Any contributions to this Memorial Scholarship can be 
forwarded to: 

Mr. Ernie Benedict, Resident Elder 
National Indian Brotherhood, 
102 Bank Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5N4 
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HELP WANTED 

YUKON INDIAN NEWS 

YE-SA-TO COMMUNICATIONS SOCIETY 

TRAVELLING CORRESPONDENT 
DUTIES 
This person will travel to all Yukon communities to: 
(1) Report on community events, issues and person

alities in areas not covered by local correspon
dents and encourage local people to do the same. 

(2) Help facilitate in the communities an awareness 
of the media and its effect. 

(3) Advise local correspondents on writing tech
niques, what is a newsworthy story, basic photo
graphy, etc. 

(4) Provide a constant flow of information to the 
central office in writing or tape recording. 

QUALIFICATIONS 
(1) Person with journalism background with some 

working experience or equivalent, with ability to 
pass on experience and knowledge to others. 

(2) Able to travel freely—very little time to be spent 
in Whitehorse—preferably have own vehicle. 

(3) Experience working with Native people an asset. 
Salary Negotiable. 

Apply in writing to: 
YE-SA-TO COMMUNICATIONS SOCIETY 

(Yukon Indian News) 
22 Nisultlin Drive 

Whitehorse, Yukon Territory 
Phone:667-7631 

Deadline for Applications: August 29th, 1980. 

4 CONSULTATION FIELDWORKER REQUIRED 
FOR THE HEALTH AND SOCIAL 

DEVELOPMENT PORTFOLIO 

• To determine the health care needs of the Indian Bands 
in British Columbia; 

• To provide an information base for future health care 
planning; 

• To identify redundancies and critical shortages in the 
current medical care system. 

Must speak a native language, 
Must be interested in current health-related problems and 

issues, 
Must have a valid driver's license, 
Must be able to write Activity Reports, 
Must be free to travel, 
Previous field experience an asset, 
Must be able to meet with Chief and council. 

The successful candidate will be expected to travel to 
Vancouver for an orientation period. 

Fieldworker expected to start on September 1,1980. 

For further information: 
Please contact Violet Birdstone, UBCIC, at 684-0231. 

CULTURAL EDUCATION WORKER 

To work with our member Bands in B.C. 
To assist in the implementation of Band-designed Indian 

Education Programs for Band members. 

Experience: Knowledge of existing Band activities, B.C. 
Tribal areas, funding available. Experience working 
with Band or District Councils. 

Skills: Management, co-ordinating and organizing skills 
necessary. Facilitator and training skills an asset. 
Ability to summarize printed information an asset. 

Salary: Negotiable depending on previous experience. 

Please submit applications to: 
Maxine Pape, Co-ordinator 
Education Portfolio, UBCIC 
by August 25,1980 
Starting Date: September 10,1980 
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A Day in the Life of a Grandmother 

by Darlene Tallio 
The sun is rising high above the mountain 
The birds are chirping high upon the treetops 
Smoke is rising from the rooftops 
A new day is dawning 
As life stirs in the longhouse 

The day is not wasted 
As everyone does their chores 
Grandmothers, grandfathers, 
Mothers and fathers, and 
Yes, even little girls and boys 

There is much respect 
Among the people of the village 
They honor their Elders, ceremonies 
Chiefs and yes, even family names 
As proudly they admire 
The tall totem poles, masks, paintings 
And even the art of playing games 

Everyone shares a multiple of roles 
Not only are they fathers or mothers 
But also doctors, midwives, teachers 
Historians, and roles of many others 

As the day comes to a close 
And the fire burns bright 
The children sit to listen 
To the stories of the Elders 
Who also instruct the wrong from the right 

As night lengthens into day 
And the drums and singers rest 
The ceremonial dances draw to an end 
This is history at its best. 

My Grandmmother 

Lady of beauty 
Woman of wisdom 
Mother of nature 
Bearer of children 
Teacher of culture 
Holder of history 
Doctor of medicine 
But best of all, 
My grandmother. 

Illustration by Angeline Eagle 
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Ernie 

Hizemsque 

at 

Skeena 

Crossing 
As fishing moved into full season 

this year, the mind of Ernie 
Hizemsque, an Elder from Skeena 
Crossing in the Gitskan-Carrier 
country, turned to the past. He talked 
about how wealthy his people were— 
wealthy in food and culture. 

"In our grandfathers' days they 
used to do a lot of things different 
when they went fishing. They never 
used nets, they put stakes in where the 
waterfalls are, and that's how they 
caught salmon. The stakes sometimes 
went right across the river. After the 
fish got into it, they couldn't get out. 
Sometimes it would take the whole 
day to take the fish from the traps. 

The people would get the salmon 
eggs and dig a hole in the ground. 
Then they would put birch bark 
around it, inside it, and put all the 
eggs there. There would be enough 
for all winter. When they needed it, 
they would take a little bit and mix it 
with sea-weed. That was good. 

And they used to get the grease 
from sockeye. They put the sockeye 
in a big pail and boiled it. It makes 

the grease come out of it. After the 
grease made a film on the top of the 
water, they took it out with a spoon. 
They would have grease and cooked 
dried herring eggs, and they would 
serve it around to the people. 

After they did things like catching 
salmon and drying salmon and they 
had enough for winter use, they went 
out to pick berries: salmon berries, 
soap berries, all kinds. And then they 
would go to the mountain to get 
mountain goat. 

They used to be more restrictive, 
they cleaned the salmon, they didn't 
let the children play with it, not any 
part of it. The kids couldn't go near 
the river, it wasn't safe. We were 
more restrictive at that time. 

What we do now is start on the 
spring salmon, but when the river 
goes down lower we have to move to 
another spot and work on the 
sockeye, but we only catch what we 
need for the winters. It's quite a bit 
different now than before. It was a 
lot better before because in the old 
days we got together to work more, 
together." 
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The people of the Spallumcheen Band have taken 
active steps to protect their children from the possibility 
of being taken away by the Provincial Government to be 
brought up in non-Indian homes. Chief Wayne Christian 
describes this aspect of his Band's implementation of 
their Child Welfare law on pages 18 and 19. 

During the summer, much of our attention is focused 
on food fishing. This July has been a grave one for the 
people of the Fraser River as they witnessed the lowest 
salmon run and had to restrict their fishing for conserva
tion. Ernie Hizemsque talks of wealthier times on the 
Skeena River on page 35. While travelling through the 

Gitskan-Carrier lands, we also met Mary Johnson, an 
Elder of the Kispiox Band, who shared some of her 
stories. One appears on page 16. The role of our 
grandmothers is celebrated on page 34 in a poem by 
Darlene Tallio of Bella Coola. 

In "Our World" this month (pages 14 & 15) are some 
more of the 1980 Indian graduates. Congratulations— 
and to all those whose pictures haven't appeared here! 

Willie Jeffrey of Glen Vowel came out a champion at 
the National Handicapped Olympics (see page 14). One 
of the major sporting events of last month was the 
Internation Box Lacrosse Championships: thanks to 
Alice Baker of Squamish for the good coverage on pages 
26 & 27. Thanks too to Pee Wee Gootfriedson for up
dates of the B.C. Indian Rodeo Association standings. 

Summer weekends are always pretty busy too when it 
comes to Indian festivals. Thanks to members of the 
Neskainlith Band for their story on the "Indian Days" at 
Chase. 


